[Role of interleukin-2 receptor in mitogenic action of C-reactive protein on lymphocytes].
There is evidence that native pentameric C-reactive protein (CRP) and its nonmitogenic monomeric subunits compete with IL 2 at the level of lymphocyte proliferation triggering and block IL 2 receptors due to structural and antigenic similarities between CRP and IL 2. The mechanisms of mitogenic action of CRP and evolutionary bases of the CRP-cytokine system relationship are discussed.